2 Dide ta Deo

Performance Notes

Wendell P. Whalum (1931-1987) was a highly acclaimed educator, musicologist, arranger and
director of the Morehouse College Glee Club. Much of his professional life was dedicated to
collecting African and African American folk songs. Over a period of 19 years, he was teacher,
mentor, colleague and friend. In preparation for the glee club's historic tour of Africa (1972), the
melody of this folk song was sung by a native Nigerian who was a student at Morehouse
College. The original TTBB setting (Whalum/Brown) bore particular significance for the glee
club. It vividly captured the spirit of its members as a song of celebration, signifying God's
blessings for a safe return to Africa, the motherland.

TRANSLATION

That we are back home, Good Father,
We give Thee thanks.

We journeyed safely,

We arrived safely;

We praise Thee, Jesus Christ.

Percussion: The rhythms below are suggestions of patterns which may be used in the
performance of this song; other rhythms may be freely improvised. The pitch location of the
parts bear no significance except to suggest that instruments of contrasting range and timbre be
used (bongos, congas, woodblocks, shakerees, etc.) It is important, however, to establish the
rhythmic patterns of percussion 1 & 2 from the beginning and retain throughout the piece.
Other patterns may be added during the eight-measure percussion improvisation (mm. 53-60).
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Nigerian folk song collected by Wendell P. Whalum 3
Dedicated to Audrey Dean-Wright and College of the Bahamas Choir

Dide ta Deo

SATB a cappella with Percussion Arr. by Uzee Brown, Jr.
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(eight-measure
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